
Friday, January 7, 2022Friday, January 7, 2022             7Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel

“ Lori & Friends”“ Lori & Friends”

906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS
TRIBUNE/SENTINEL

wnypapers.com

Shine Studio
Ask for Toni

297-0181

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from…

THE GRANITE SHOP 
402-1046

hosted by Lori Caso
LCTV  Channel 1301

Jan 3rd - Jan 16th

Friends of Fatima Shrine

WHITE CHAPEL MEMORIAL PARK

IT IS A NON-SECTARIAN CEMETERY AND OPEN TO EVERYONE

10% 
OFF

OFF

SINGLE GRAVESITE

BUY ONE GRAVESITE, 
GET THE 2ND ADJACENT SITE

With this ad. Expires 1/31/22

With this ad. Expires 1/31/22

There are only a few cemeteries 
as unique as our open, pictur-
esque, landscaped memorial 
park. The feeling is majestic and 
peaceful as you traverse through 
this serene setting without the 
obstruction of raised memorials. 

SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 716-773-7676

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY
Lutheran Church of the Messiah

915 Oneida Street, Lewiston
Phone: 716-754-4944   Fax: 716-754-0903

www.messiahlewiston.org
Come worship with us at 8:15am and 10:00am

Coffee and Sunday School Hour at 9:00am

Continued from Page 1
The news of his passing hit 

the community hard. 
Lee Simonson, one of his 

volunteer colleagues and good 
friend throughout the years, 
said, “One of Lewiston’s pillars 
just collapsed and will never 
be replaced. Not only was this 
a shock to his family and com-
munity, but the impact of los-
ing Bruce will be felt for years 
to come. His volunteerism 
and contributions to Lewiston 
were legendary. His devotion 
to his career in protecting our 
freedoms and way of life were 
praised and commended by our 
nation. But beyond that, and 
on a more personal level, his 
legions of friends will miss his 
humor, optimism, inspiration 
and the fascinating conversa-
tions about his wide-ranging 
adventures and experiences. 
He touched our lives and made 
us all better. And for that, our 
appreciation and gratitude for 
having Bruce in our lives will be 
forever remembered.”

Longtime friend Ken Slaugen-
houpt volunteered with Suther-
land on Historical Association 
of Lewiston initiatives. He said, 
“I have known Bruce since high 
school. After his Air Force ca-
reer, he and Jackie moved home 
and since then we have grown 
close. At least twice a week we 
would get together, often more. 
He was deeply invested in living 
life fully. He loved being on his 
front porch greeting everyone 
who passed by. There is a small 
cadre of Lancers from 1964 who 
keep in close touch and they are 
deeply touched at his passing. 
Life in Lewiston will never quite 
be the same.”

Vince Canosa, who served 
alongside Sutherland in VFW 
Downriver Post 7487, said, 
“Bruce, as many know, was an 
offi cer in the USAF. He was 
also an active member of VFW 
Downriver Post 7487. Bruce 
was one of the individuals re-

sponsible for the establishment 
of VFW Post 7487 scholarship 
fund. He had chaired the com-
mittee for the past three years 
and was responsible along with 
committee members for select-
ing the winner. Bruce, along 
with Bill Justyk, was respon-
sible for raising the scholarship 
amount and seeking to include 
Niagara Wheatfi eld in the schol-
arship program.”

Sandy Blackwell Yates part-
nered with Sutherland to win the 
recent HAL fundraiser “Lewis-
ton Jeopardy!” At a party earlier 
this month – which he attended 
– she said, “Bruce always puts 
a smile on my face when I see 
him! Mostly that is because he 
always has this incredible smile 
on his face. I was lucky enough 
to have him on my ‘Jeopardy!’ 
team this year with his long, 
golden, fl axen locks, and his in-
credible brain power. He helped 
us to our victory! Once I told 
Bruce … that Bruce Sutherland 
is just the most pleasant man. I 
really don’t know how you do it. 
You truly make people want to 
say ‘Hello’ to you and chat with 

you. You have this in-
credible way about you 
and I hope you realize 
this!”

Sutherland was a 
supporter of Wounded 
Warriors and the Lewis-
ton No. 1 Fire Co., and 
was active at the Mes-
siah Lutheran Church 
in Lewiston.

He was a passionate 
golfer and participated 
in many tournaments. 
Sutherland achieved 
the rare distinction of 
shooting his age, along 
with completing several 
holes-in-one. He played 
at the Niagara Frontier 
Golf Club regularly and 
had served on its board 
of directors.

Bruce is survived by 
his wife, Jackie, and three chil-
dren: Morgan (Noah Brown) 
of Hampton Bays, Long Island; 
Ty (Mariah) of Placitas, New 
Mexico; and Blake from Amaril-
lo, Texas. Additional survivors 
include four grandchildren: 
Isaac, Lucas and Eden Brown, 
and Ione Sutherland. He is also 
survived by his brother, Dennis 
(Sharon) Sutherland, of Lewis-
ton; his sister, Wendy Treharne, 
of Niagara Falls; his brother-in-
law, Chuck R. Foss; his aunt, 
Mildred Coulter; along with 
several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. He was predeceased 
by his parents and a brother-in-
law, Jeffrey Foss.

There was no prior visitation. 
At Bruce’s request, his remains 
were cremated. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, the family requests dona-
tions be directed toward any 
of the organizations he volun-
teered for or supported.

The public attended a memo-
rial service Tuesday at Messiah 
Lutheran Church.

Bruce Sutherland

Sutherland rememberedLewiston Town Board 
approves rezoning PUD 

for Northridge Drive
Residents voice concerns over density, 

comprehensive plan issues
√ Town OKs funding for drain-

age study/maintenance plan
BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

As part of its fi nal audit/regu-
lar meeting session of 2021 last 
week, the Lewiston Town Board 
opened with a public hearing en 
route to moving on a conceptual 
plan for an existing planned unit 
development. The action includ-
ed a rezoning of the land area 
from R-1 (single family residen-
tial) to PUD status on Northridge 
Drive and Ridge Road, and now 
allows for an additional 10 units to 
the Northridge Drive apartments 
complex.

The site is owned and managed 
by LMK Realty Associates LLC. A 
plan calls for incorporating the 10 
units to the existing PUD cover-
ing 4.8 acres, according to LMK 
representative Nick Massaro. 

“I think that most people are 
familiar with our plan regarding 
this property at this time,” he 
said, noting the project has been 
in progress with the town over 
the past eight to nine months.

“Essentially, we have large, 
irregular-shaped lots that are 
more practical to incorporate into 
the existing plan in the develop-
ment. … We need to incorporate 
it because its planned use was not 
classifi ed as a planned unit devel-
opment. So, what we’re calling 
for is 10 units, drastically scaled 
down from the original concept 
plan of 30, then 26 (units). We be-
lieve that the site development is 
very well laid out. It’s been a nice 
compromise.”

Massaro said green space re-
quirements are comfortably ad-
hered to and the plan would be a 
nice complement to the existing 
property.

 “I might add that there’s a sig-
nifi cant market demand for this 
property. This particular property 
meets a pretty ready demand, es-
pecially in this area,” he said.

Ridge Road resident Nellie 
Gibbs voiced concerns over safe-
ty and density in the area. 

“There’s limited visibility com-
ing off of Ridge Road onto North-
ridge Drive,” she said. “One of 
the areas is that it’s going to in-
crease traffi c; and then you are 
being closer to Ridge Road. So, 
there might be the possibility of 
creating a hazardous traffi c situ-
ation there.”

Gibbs also had issues with den-
sity as it relates to the town’s com-
prehensive plan, telling the board 
it provides for four units per acre 
on the property and that up to 300 
units have already been built in 
adjacent areas.

“That’s a 650% increase, and 
there will be still more construc-
tion that’s going on with patio 
homes. I think this area is over-
built already,” she said. 

Raising the issue of conformity, 
she said Northridge Drive should 
remain R-1, consistent with the 
properties on Ridge Road. Gibbs 
said the change will disrupt the 
rural character of the community 
as outlined in the town’s compre-

hensive plan and that this project 
is not compatible with the exist-
ing fabric.

A second Ridge Road resident 
who offered written comments 
also came out in opposition. 
Among the issues were ques-
tions over the number of avail-
able rental units in the town and 
village, the project’s location off 
Ridge Road, and current projects 
underway on Center Street. 

“Is there really a need for more 
in this proximity? Is there a fi nan-
cial benefi t to the Town of Lewis-
ton with this rezoning? If so what 
is that number?” the resident 
asked.

They went to further question 
the impacts of fi re protection, 
sewer and road maintenance 
from the increased density. “The 
Town of Lewiston’s own rules 
state that a PUD is 10 acres. Why 
are we cramming two additional 
multiple units into an area less 
than two acres?

“Why is the town willing to do 
it? Is there not a need for addition-
al single-family homes? By chang-
ing the rezoning, is the Town of 
Lewiston leaving itself exposed to 
further development at the top of 
Ridge Road?”

Later in the session, the board, 
on procedural votes, went on to 
approve a negative declaration 
and the conceptual plan/PUD for 
the LMK project. Town Council-
man John Jacoby said Massaro 
interests “have done everything 
to address the zoning and PUD 
requirements in the eyes of the 
town. It has nothing to do with 
the two lots on Ridge Road (that 
are separate from the project).” 

In other news from the session:
•The board approved an ex-

penditure of $110,700 to develop 
a comprehensive drainage study 
and maintenance capital plan to 
address drainage and infrastruc-
ture needs in the town over the 
next 10 years. To be handled by 
Town Engineer Robert Lannon 
of GHD Consulting Services Inc., 
the project is expected to address 
the issue of primary and second-
ary drainage in the town, and who 
would be ultimately responsible 
for its cost.

Supervisor Steve Broderick 
came out in support of the plan, 
as did Highway Superintendent 
Dave Trane, who said the study 
corresponds perfectly with the 
town’s water/sewer updates. 

“It should have been done 10 
years ago. Porter already has 
one,” Trane said.

The project is expected to take 
up to fi ve months to develop and 
does not include the Village of 
Lewiston. The town plans to cov-
er its cost via its B fund account. 

•The Lewiston Family Ice Rink 
ended its holiday run on Jan. 2, 
concluding what Councilman Bill 
Geiben termed, “a very success-
ful season.” 

On a related matter, the town 
approved to publicly advertise for 
a recreation director opening fol-
lowing Mike Dashineau’s depar-
ture last month.
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